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Forget arbitration: Grieve signs four-year contract 


By Nick Peters 
‘Bee Stall Writer 


PHOENIX ~ A's outfielder Ben Grieve 
is a bashful sort. He's uncomfortable dur- 
ing interviews, and the last thing he 
wants to be doing is discussing contracts 


every season, 
Grieve and the A’s 


day, announcing that | 

the merican 1 

Keugue okie of he ~ LEAGUE 
eat sigoed alouryeer ji 
gntrac worth 18 PNUTES) 


The 23-year-old Grieve sacrificed a po- 
tential windfall from arbitration following 


ty,” Grieve said. “You don't have to worry 


get an x-number of dollars, If I go out and 
play better than the money I'm getting, 
‘that’s just a bonus. 


bitration process is acrimonious, He 
ed to avoid it, and so did the A’s. 


to keeping the core of young players here 
that we've drafted and developed. We 
avoided the volatility that exists in arbi- 
tration and eventual free A 
Grieve, 23, batted .288 with 18 homers, 
‘89 RBI and a club-record 41 doubles dur- 
ing his rookie season in 1988, After bat- 
131 in the first 33 Jost year, 
he 503 the rest of the way. 


Interpreting a smile 
San Diego Padres pitcher Dan Serafini 
did a lot of smiling on the mound at 
Scottsdale Stadium during the Giants’ 
ion opener Friday, Some appreci+ 


ie pitcher are 
Serra Hi 


* ~ 
there was a good feeling when Bonds 
Terral te ralcvorehis retatt henee 
Inthe third inning. 


who worked out with Serafini over the 
winter. The pitcher also smiled at Mar- 
vin Benard, but the reaction was a little 


nt. 

Benard drew a walk off Serafini in the 
fourth inning, but not before the pitcher 
threw some pitches high and tight. Ben- 
ard glared at Serafini, who merely 
smirked while the Giants’ leadoff batter 
smoldered. 


Tt was early in a meaningless opening 
exhibition, yet bad blood developed. Ben- 
ard continued to stare at the pitcher 
when he got to first later com- 
plained about Serafini's demeanor. The 
Pitcher told reporters Benard ania. 
ay! 's how this year is going to 
be, - Dusty Baker Hcg 
with a smile. “A couple of pitches were 
close to (Benard). You don't want to 
Me But it's spring training ~ no big 
eal 


NAL. ball sloppy, too 


baseball was chided following an 11-in 
fing 12-12 tie in a four-hour, 11-minute 
A's opaner on Thursday, the Giants and 
Padres labored for 3:22 before San Diego 
‘emerged with a 13-12 vietory Friday 

But there was a difference, There were 
two fewer innings in the Giants’ game, 
and the pace was swifter despite 10 more 
hits and the fact the two teams scored in 
16 of their 18 half innings. 

The clubs combined for 36 hits, 19 by 
the Padres. Pitchers were treated like 
batting tees, Bobby Estalella, Chris Ma- 


frder and Doug Clark bit solo homers 
for the Giants, Opening Day starter Liv- 
an Hernandez was roughed up for five 
runs in three innings 

Oakland, meanwhile, bounced back to 
beat the Brewers 9-5 in Maryvale with 
the help of a three-run first-inning dow 
ble by rookie outfielder Bo Porter, 
drafted from the Cubs over the winter 
Infielder Jorge Velandia added a two-run 


about hitting 30 homers or batting .300 to 


Estes: Lack of control 
is Giants’ main concern 


Db 


ent 12-2 entering the 
All-Star Game and finished 19-5 
with a 3.18 ERA. Opponents bat- 
ted .233, striking out 8.1 times per 
nine inning. 

‘Among San Francisco left-hand- 
cers, his record was exceeded only 
by Ron Bryant's 24-12 in 1973 and 
Cy Young Award winner Mike 
McCormick's 22-10 in 1967. 

A league-high 100 walks were a 
danger signal, but it went un- 
hooded unl ba cruabod bocease 
of a shoulder strain in 1998, when 
hho went 7-12 with a 5,06 ERA. 

Estes’ comeback in 1999 was 
spotty at best. A slow start and a 
poor finish made him a mediocre 
L111 with # 4.92 ERA. He walked 
112 batters, second to teammate 
Russ Ortir's league-leading 125 

It was easy to ignore that he 
was 9-4 with 4 3.90 ERA in a four- 
month span, or that he had 
worked a career-high 203 innings 
‘The focus was on those dreaded 
walks 

“I don't know if Eve been over- 
analyzed, but it hasn't been done 
because I'm a bad guy, or because 
people want to tear me down,” Es- 
toe said, choosing his words care- 
fully. 

“It's because I won 19 games in 


my first full season and was re: 
garded as The Second Coming. | 
Understand the expectations of 
others. I have them of myself. 

“Then I had an injury-filled sea- 
son and a mediocre one. I just 
need to not worry about not walk- 
ing guys and figure how to get 
oe out, I know what I have to 

Jo. 

‘Walks are the Giants’ primary 
concern. Estes would roll along in 
command, hit a wild spell and of- 
ten full to pieces. He has won 40 
games in a brief career, yet has 
walked 336 in 641 innings. 

“Nobody has to tell me I have to 
cut down on my walks.” he said. 
“(Righetti) told me to go after hit- 
ters aggressively and to let my 
‘stuff take over instead of worrying 
‘about throwing strikes.” 

The last two years have been a 
dose of reality for Estes, and he 
understands that winning 20 
games is more difficult than it 
seemed in 1997, But that hasn't 
deterred him. 

“Winning 20 is still the goal, but 
Lrealize now that it's a lot tougher 
than I figured in '97,” he said. “T 
had the horseshoe that year. It 
seemed like things fell right for 


me. 
“{ was 4-0 in April, and pitched 
fone good game. That's the kind of 


“This is a sign ownership is committed 


‘ascciated Pres proIOD AEM 
‘At age 27, the Giants’ Shawn 
Estes says it's time for him to 
Goliver a solid year. 


year it was. I feel I pitched well 
last year, but things didn't go my 
way. There are a lot of factors in- 
volved in winning 20 games.” 

‘And he doesn't apologize for do- 
ing so much so soon, discounting 
that . was harmful in creating 
unrealistic expectations 

“I knew I had pretty good stuif 
and that I could win up here,” he 
said, “That season gave me confi- 
dence, put me on the map, Now 
T'm 27, and that's when the cream 
rises, Tm ready to have a good 
year.” 

Again. 


Ho hum — Dragila breaks another 
pole-vault record, pockets $50,000 


‘or the third time — 
son, Stacy Dragila set 
ald ede aeaeclite- 
cord. For the first time, she col- 
lected a bonus - $50,000, 
Dragila's latest record-smash- 
ing performance of 15 feet, 1% 
inches came Friday night during 
the USA Track and Field Champi- 
onships at the Georgia Dome in 
Atlanta. 
“I know there's more to come,” 
— Dre ned 
breaking! ‘one- 
r inch on her first attempt, 
missing three times at 15-5. 
“It's right there. I'm excited.” 
‘The Auburn native became the 
first woman to vault 15 feet in- 


earned his first U.S. champion 
ship, soaring 55-5% in the men's 
triple jump. 


How low can you go? 


On the subject of record books, 
Michael Johnson is not entirely 
certain that he's finished yet. 
His world record of 19.32 in the 
200 meters ~ that one he likes, 
‘and he'll lt it stand. But his 
43.18 mark in the 400, set last 
‘August at the world champion- 


—well, not 

Heike ele ie shoud 
“L would like to run 42 for the 

400," Johnson said Friday. “I 


in the 200 anymore, 
think I broke the 400 by enough. 
I think I can do better.’ 


Johnson, a gold: 
pe errr of 
Pi benef from atric eck 


‘TRACK AND FIELD BEAT 
‘By Don Bosley 


Clocking the Clarks 


Ifshe tries real hard, Jeari 
Mi can conjure up the 
image: It's Sacramento on a clear 
eae 
tape in the Olympic Tri 
meter final. And right behind 
her: both of her sisters-in-law, 
Joetta and Hazel Clark. 


fey falmon who don't want 
vas ” 
It's a stretch, all right, but not 


a , 
‘At age 33, Miles-Clark contin- 
ued to be the top half-miler in the 
U.S. last year by a healthy mar- 
gin. And, just for fun, she turned 
aoe 
‘wor year Friday night 
in winning her preliminary heat 
in Atlanta at 61.36, 

Meanwhi 
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have been eligible for citizenship 
on Sept. 15 - the day the Olym- 
pics begin and two weeks before 
the men's marathon on Oct. 1. 
But the Immigration and Natu- 
ralization Service agent who in- 
terviewed Khannouchi was ac- 
cused of taking bribes and left 
the agency. The case fell into a 
bureaucratic crack and Khannou- 
chi had to begin the process 
again, this time with an eligibili- 
eae tees RUNS ee 


requires the applicant's spouse 
tobe a US. citizen living abroad 
and employed by the government, 
by an American research institu- 


that he will not run for Morocco, 
‘country that he believes has 
‘not supported him. 


Staggered curves 
‘Yuckster sprinter Jon Drum- 
asked where he calls home 
these days: “Well, I'm from Phila- 
delphia, and I'm resid: 


ing in Culver City, but when the 
season's over | may move. | like 


to whereabouts in 
tion Tike Where Wald 
‘® Next Saturday's Sacramento 


“We just laughed at each other, having 
is ol tue et Coe ood Bole 


One day after American League-style 


homer for the A’s. 


Few fans for Junior’s debut 


Only 3,439 on hand; 
2 strikeouts, single 


Associated Presa 


Ken Griffey Jr's first game in a 
Cincinnati Reds uniform was 
somewhat underwhelming. 


beat the Reds 5-3 Friday in 
split-squad game in Sarasota, Fla. 
And just 3,439 showed up at 
7,500-seat Ed Smith Stadium on a 
sunny afternoon to watch Grif- 
fey's debut. Many fans wore Ju- 
nior’s No. 30 jersey. 

“It was fine,” said Griffey. “Get 
my two or three at-bats like every- 
one else. It shouldn't be that big of 
adeal. Ident want tt ther w- 
der a microscope every day. I just 
want to play ball and be part of 
this team, that's it.” 

Moises Alou did provide some 
sparks in Vero Beach, Fla. ho- 
mering on his first pitch following 
a 17-month layoff in Houston's 6-2 
win over the Los Angeles 
Alou, who hit .312 with 38 homers 
and 124 RBI with the Astros in 
1998, missed all of last year after 
falling off « treadmill and tearing 
the interior cruciate ligament in 
his left knee, He had surgery ex- 
actly a year ago Friday. 


“Look back on all the hard work 
I did in the offseason; it paid off,” 
‘Alou said. “T've been swinging the 
bat pretty good this spring My 
knee feels good. I am satisfied 
with the results 0 far, maybe a 


hardly 

looking like he missed an entire 
season, had two hits and two RBI 
as the Atlanta Braves defeated 
the Kansas City Royals 7-3, 


ting out last season while under- 
going successful treatment for 
cancer in his lower back. 

‘The Big Cat lined a two-out sin- 
gle to right in the first inning, 
driving in the Braves’ first run. 
He came through again in the 
third, singling to left to give the 
Braves a 4:0 lead. 

“1 told myself when I got my 
first hit of the spring, | would be 
ready,” Galarraga said. “I got two 
hits, 90 I guess I'm ready.” 

In Jupiter, Fla., new Mets ace 
Mike Hampton had a rough out- 
ing in New York’s 5-2 loss to the 
St. Louis Cardinals. Hampton, in 
his first game in a Mets uniform, 
allowed four runs and five hits in 
two innings. 


“My location was bad,” Hamp- 
ton said. “That's normal for every- 
body this time of year. This is typ- 
ical, about where 1 was at this 
time last year.” 

Royal difference ~ The market 
value of the Kansas City Royals 
thas ballooned from $75 million to 
around $115 million, and the 


New York lawyer Miles Prentice 
and Denver billionaire Donald 
Sturm each submitted bids of 
around $116 million for the small-« 
market club, sources closed to the 
bidding said on the condition they 
not be identified 

& cetera — Juan Gonziilez, who 
is pondering a reported $140 mil- 
lion contract offer, sat out the De- 
troit Tigers’ exhibition opener 
with a tight hamstring. “I don't 
iknow if it's a strain, or just tight,” 
new manager Phil Garner said of 
the left leg Gonzilez was treating 
with ice, “My gues is, if this were 
the regular season, he'd be 
playing.” 

BTony Phillips, 40, unable to 
find a job in the majors, agreed to 
contract with the Valley Vipers 
of the Western League. Phillips, 
who resides in the Phoenix area, 
will play for manager Bob Welch, 
a former A's pitcher 
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turday, Marc 
Sunday, Marc 


wa 


4th 9am-Spm 
5th 10pm-6pm 
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Rain or Shine 
The Sale is On! 
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